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From: FH3CAGO =-=-JDCVM1 Date and time 11/20/87 15:47:27
To: FH4CANW --JDCVM1

From: Alvin G. Ott

Regional Supervisor

Habitat Division - Fairbanks

Subject: Anadromous Fish Waters Catalog Nominations in the Solomon River

Drainage

on August 20, 1987, A. Townsend (ADFG) Habitat Division, observed approximate-
ly 300 adult anadromous Dolly Varden/Arctic char (14 to 20 inches in length)
in the Solomon River at its confluence with Shovel Creek. Individual fish were
fanning the riverbed gravels in a pre-spawning behavior and several (15 to 20)
spawning colored fish were present.

Three groups of 100 or more adult Dolly Varden/Arctic char were also observed
in pools of the Solomon River near road access between Shovel and Hurrah
creeks. Two additional groups of 100 or more adult Dolly Varden/Arctic char

were observed in pools of the Solomon River near road access between Shovel
Creek and the old townsite of Solomon.

Shovel Creek is approximately 10 miles from Norton Sound and Hurrah Creek is
about 4 miles above Shovel Creek.

The abundant number of adult anadromous Dolly Varden/Arctic char in the
Solomon River, the pre-spawning behavior of these adult fish (14 to 20

inches in length), the on set of spawning coloration of these fish, and

the close proximity of these fish to Norton Sound lead us to believe that
~many, if not most, of the rearing Dolly Varden/Arctic char in tributary

' streams which have fish passage to the Solomon River are offspring of

. anadromous fish. The nearly absent documentation of sexually mature Dolly
Varden/Arctic char less than 300 mm also supports our belief that most of

the Dolly Varden/Arctic char in connected streams of the Solomon River

drainage are an anadromous stock. (A. Townsend has captured and released
only one presumed sexually mature Arctic char that was less than 300 mm
within the Solomon River drainage. This was a brightly colored 170 mm

Arctic char in an old dredge channel.)

We will also send a hard copy of this memorandum with signature for your
use in supporting the anadromous fish stream nominations that we have made
for the Solomon River and its tributary systens.

ALASKA DEPT. OF
FISH & GAME

NOY 20 1387

REGION I
HABITAT DIVISION



